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INTRODUCTION 
 
The course description booklet is designed to help FCHS students plan their programs of study 
from the variety of courses offered at our high school. Students should plan their high school 
programs with the help of their parents, counselors, and teachers. In this booklet, each course is 
listed with the grade level, prerequisites (if any), and course descriptions. In addition, this booklet 
provides information about graduation requirements, scheduling and other areas of interest. This 
booklet is intended to assist students in making educational decisions about their high school 
careers. Seniors shall have priority in course selection, then juniors, sophomores, and freshmen. 
 
The FCHS Guidance Department maintains an informational center including college data, 
scholarships, testing and other related information that is available to all students. Students are 
encouraged to visit the Guidance office on a regular basis to stay informed of new college 
requirements, course offerings or scholarship availability. 
 
Students are responsible for meeting the requirements of colleges and universities that they may 
wish to attend. The best source with the most up-to-date information regarding a specific college’s 
entrance requirements is that college’s website.  
 
In this course description booklet there are classes that are considered full year as well as 
semester classes. A full year course equals one credit if the student earns a passing grade; a 
semester course equals ½ credit if the student earns a passing grade. Students will not be allowed 
to take more than one class per day in which they receive no credit (study hall). 
 
Schedules 
FCHS students are encouraged to think and plan carefully in selecting classes for the next year. 
Parent involvement is critical in this process. Class schedules will be processed using the 
information that the counselor receives during registration. 
 
Schedule Changes 
A student and parent are expected to invest considerable time and thought into course selection. 
The master schedule of the high school is developed upon initial student requests. Considerable 
changing of individual schedules would invalidate this process. Therefore, any request for a 
schedule change must be based upon strong educational reasons. 
 
During the first four days of each semester a course may be added and/or dropped provided: 
 

1) space is available in the course to be added 
2) a minimum course load remains for the student’s schedule 
3) the change is educationally sound 
4) the student’s parent(s) agree(s). 

 
 
Students may not initiate schedule changes after the end of the 4th school day of the semester. 
The principal or the guidance counselor may initiate schedule changes as deemed appropriate. If a 
student is permitted to withdraw from a course after the end of the 4th day of the semester, the 
student will receive a failing grade for the semester. This (F) will be recorded on the transcript. 
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REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION 
 
Class of 2013 21 credits 

4 credits English 
3 credits Mathematics (including one year Algebra I & one year Geometry content) 
2 credits Science (including one year Biology) 
2 credits Social Science (one year American History, semester each Government & Geography) 
½ credit Resource Management 
½ credit Driver’s Education [nine weeks each - classroom and BTW (behind the wheel)] 
3 credits Physical Education 
½ credit Health 
5 ½ credits Elective coursework 
4 credits English (including two years of intensive writing) 

 3 credits Mathematics (including one year of Algebra I and one year containing geometry content) 

 2 credits Science  
 2 credits Social Science (American History, Government & Geography) 
 ½ credit Resource Management 
 ¼ credit Driver’s Education 
 3 credits Physical Education 
 ½ credit Health 
 5 ¾ credits Electives 
 
 
Class of 2014 22 credits 

4 credits English 
3 credits Mathematics (including one year Algebra I & one year Geometry content) 
2 credits Science (including one year Biology) 
2 credits Social Science (one year American History, semester each Government & Geography) 
½ credit Resource Management 
½ credit Driver’s Education [nine weeks each - classroom and BTW (behind the wheel)] 
¼ credit Keyboarding 
3 credits Physical Education 
½ credit Health 
6 ¼ credits Elective coursework 
4 credits English (including two years of intensive writing) 

 3 credits Mathematics (including one year of Algebra I and one year containing geometry content) 

 2 credits Science (including one year of Biology) 
 2 credits Social Science (American History, Government & Geography) 
 ½ credit Resource Management 
 ¼ credit Driver’s Education 

3 credits Physical Education 
 ½ credit Health 
 6 ¾ credits Electives 
 
 
 
Class of 2015 23 credits 

4 credits English 
3 credits Mathematics (including one year Algebra I & one year Geometry content) 
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2 credits Science (including one year Biology) 
2 credits Social Science (one year American History, semester each Government & Geography) 
½ credit Resource Management 
½ credit Driver’s Education [nine weeks each - classroom and BTW (behind the wheel)] 
¼ credit Keyboarding 
3 credits Physical Education 
½ credit Health 
7 ¼ credits Elective coursework 
4 credits English (including two years of intensive writing) 

 3 credits Mathematics (including one year of Algebra I and one year containing geometry content) 

 2 credits Science (including one year of Biology) 
 2 credits Social Science (American History, Government & Geography) 
 ½ credit Resource Management 
 ¼ credit Driver’s Education 
 3 credits Physical Education 
 ½ credit Health 
 7 ¾ credits Electives 

 
Class of 2016 23 credits 

4 credits English 
3 credits Mathematics (including one year Algebra I & one year Geometry content) 
2 credits Science (including one year Biology) 
2 credits Social Science (one year American History, semester each Government & Geography) 
½ credit Resource Management 
½ credit Driver’s Education [nine weeks each - classroom and BTW (behind the wheel)] 
¼ credit Keyboarding 
3 credits Physical Education 
½ credit Health 
7 ¼ credits Elective coursework 
4 credits English (including two years of intensive writing) 

 3 credits Mathematics (including one year of Algebra I and one year containing geometry content) 

 2 credits Science (including one year of Biology) 
 2 credits Social Science (American History, Government & Geography) 
 ½ credit Resource Management 
 ¼ credit Driver’s Education 
 3 credits Physical Education 
 ½ credit Health 
 7 ¾ credits Electives 

 
 
 
 

Planning Your 4-Year High School Program 
 
 

FRESHMAN       SOPHOMORE 
  

1.   English      1. English 
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2.   Math       2. Math 
3.   Science      3. Science 
4.   Driver’s Education & Keyboarding/PE  4. Health/PE 
 
5.   Elective      5. Elective 
6.    Elective      6. Elective 

 
 

JUNIOR       SENIOR 
 
 1. English      1. English 
 2. Math       2. Government/Geography 
 3. American History     3. PE 
 4. PE 
 5.        Resource Management    4. Elective  

       5. Elective 
5. Elective      6. Elective 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Graduation requirements are listed in your student handbook and in this course description book. 
Students are responsible for contacting the high school counselor about making up failed classes 
and for meeting the requirements of colleges that they may wish to attend. 
 
A summary of the minimum high school course requirements for Illinois state universities is listed 
below. These general requirements are true for most 4-year universities. If you are a college-
bound student, review these or visit the Guidance Office to make sure you take classes to meet 
these requirements. These requirements are different from FCHS graduation requirements. 
 
 
  4 years English 
  3 years Social Science 
  3 years Natural Science 
  3 years Math, beginning with Algebra I 
  2 years of vocational, foreign language, art and/or music 
 

Table of Contents 
REQUIRED COURSES ELECTIVE COURSES 

Sections Page No. Sections Page No. 

English 5-7 Agriculture 15 

Mathematics 7-9 Agriculture Mechanics 16 

PE & Health 9-10 Business & Technology 17-18 

Sciences-Bio/Phy 10-12 Family & Consumer Sciences 18-20 

Social Sciences 12-14 Fine Arts & Languages 20-21 

  Health Occupations 21-22 

  Industrial & Technology Ed 22-23 

  Interrelated Co-op Ed 23 
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  Special Services 23-24 
 
 

 
 

Fairfield Community High School 
REQUIRED COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 

 
ENGLISH  *Four Years Required 

 
ENGLISH 9  
Grade 9  
1 Credit    

Ninth grade students will study three major types of literature: short story, drama, and novel. In addition to learning the defining 
characteristics of each type of literature, the students will improve comprehension skills through sustained reading and will develop 
higher level thinking skills such as analysis, evaluation, and inference. Practical academic skills will also be given high priority. 
Students will receive instruction in locating information in the learning center. The development of writing skills will include 
instruction in the writing process of pre-writing, writing, revising, and proofreading. Instruction in grammar will be incorporated into 
every writing assignment. The four major types of writing, exposition, description, narration, and persuasion, will be covered in a 
variety of assignments. 
 
ENGLISH10   
Grade 10  
1 Credit 
Tenth grade students will continue their study of the short story, drama, and novel in addition to poetry and nonfiction, strengthening 
their skills comprehension, analysis, evaluation, and inference. Writing assignments will be an integral part of the course’s content. 
The writing will be relevant to the subject matter being presented as a vehicle for improving students’ writing skills in terms of correct 
usage, well-organized composition and communication of ideas for a variety of purposes, as well as location, organizing, evaluation 
of, and using information. 
 
ENGLISH 11        
Grade 11    
1 Credit 
Eleventh grade students will continue to expand their reading and writing skills through the study of American literature. Special 
emphasis will be given to national themes, major historical developments, and major philosophical and cultural influences. Writing 
assignments will be an integral part of the course’s content. The writing will be relevant to the subject matter being presented as a 
vehicle for improving students’ writing skills in terms of correct usage, well-organized composition, communication of ideas for a 
variety of purposes, as well as location, organizing, evaluation of, and using information. 
 
ENGLISH 12      
Grade 12 
1 Credit 

For students not interested in lengthy term papers and concentrations of speech, English IV offers opportunities to strengthen areas 
of communication necessary to succeed at college or in the work force. Seniors will complete a life skills unit in which they will learn 
interviewing skills and build a portfolio. The portfolio will include, among other pieces, a cover letter, resume, and follow up .A 
portion of the class is also dedicated to literature. Students will read and study several short stories from around the globe. Larger 
works will include Hamlet, Fahrenheit 451, and Lord of the Flies. One research project will be conducted in this course. This project 
will allow for practice in both written and oral communication, as finding will be presented. 
 
CREATIVE WRITING 
Grades 11, 12   
1/2 Credit 
This elective gives the students, so inclined, an opportunity to create their own poetry, short stories, dramatic scenes, and even 
small screenplays. The syllabus can be determined based upon the interest level of the students in a particular part of literature. 
Different forms of poetry, mystery, comedy, suspense, and fiction are included in this course. A general objective of this class is to 
help students develop their talents in order to complete several pieces of original creative writing. Students will learn how to work in 
a cooperative atmosphere and learn  the benefits of sharing work with fellow writers. 
 
LIFE APPLICATIONS   
Grades 11, 12 
1/2 Credit 

Formatted: Font color: Red
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Life Applications offers opportunities to strengthen areas of communication necessary to succeed at college or in the work force.  
English skills in reading and writing, with some grammar, will be emphasized.  Students will complete a life skills unit, in which they 
will learn different means of communication, including but not limited to cover letters, resumes, memos, and short presentations.  
 
 
 
 
ENGLISH 12-RESEARCH AND WRITING (Prereq: English III grade of A or B or teacher approval) 
Grade 12  
1/2 Credit 
College-bound seniors evaluate print resources, electronic data bases, reference materials, and websites to develop several 
Modern Language Association-style research papers. Students become skilled in paraphrasing, summarizing, note taking, outlining, 
writing a formal paper, and creating bibliographies. 
 
ENGLISH 12-BRITISH LITERATURE (Prereq: English III grade of A or B or teacher approval) 
Grade 12  
1 Credit 
British Literature to 1650: This (first) semester surveys the development of the literature with an emphasis on the major writer, the 
historical periods in which they wrote, and the themes of their writing. The historical and literary periods include the Anglo-Saxon 
Period, the Medieval Period, and the Renaissance. 
British Literature, 1650-1990’s: This (second) semester surveys the development of the literature with an emphasis on the major 
writers, the historical periods in which they wrote, and the themes of their writing. The historical and literary periods include the Age 
of Reason, the Romantic Period, the Victorian Period, and the Turn of the Century years. (College Prep) 
 
SPEECH (Prereq: English II)I)    
Grades 11, 12  
1/2 Credit 

The speech course focuses on the repetition of basic speech techniques in the frequent delivery of various types of speeches and 
their combinations including discussion. Minimum competency objectives require a 68% performance level. (College Prep) 
 
LANGUAGE ARTS 9 (Prereq: Teacher Recommendation) 
Grade 9     
1 Credit 
Ninth grade students will study three major types of literature: short story, drama, and novels. In addition to learning the defining 
characteristics of each type of literature, the students will improve comprehension skills through sustained reading and will develop 
higher level thinking skills such as analysis, evaluation, and inference. Students will strengthen vocabulary skills by the development 
of writing skills which will include instruction in the writing process of pre-writing, writing, revising, and proofreading. Instruction in 
grammar will be incorporated into writing assignments, reading assignments, and individual grammar lessons. 
 
LANGUAGE ARTS 10 (Prereq: Teacher Recommendation) 
Grade 10  
1 Credit 
Tenth grade students will continue their study of short story, drama, and novels in addition to poetry, and nonfiction, strengthening 
their skill of comprehension, analysis, evaluation, and inference. Students will continue to build on their vocabulary skills and writing 
skills from their freshman year. 
 
LANGUAGE ARTS 11 (Prereq: Teacher Recommendation) 
Grade 11  
1 Credit 
Students will continue to work on their reading, writing, as well as basic grammar skills. The reading and writing will focus on 
American Literature as well as classic novels. 
 
LANGUAGE ARTS 12  (Prereq: Teacher Recommendation) 
Grade 12    
1 Credit 
Students in Language Arts IV will review basic grammar and writing skills. They will be required to complete a life skills unit which 
includes a research paper, resume, cover letter and interviewing skills. Students will also be exposed to classic literature. 
 
STUDY SKILLS (Prereq: Teacher Recommendation) 
Grades 9-12     
1 Credit 
Study Skills consists of diagnosing the student's reading and language difficulties, along with emphasis on note taking, study habits, 
test-taking, and writing improvement skills being discussed. Great emphasis is placed on selection of specialized materials to 
enhance all skills mentioned. Reading skills will be improved through the Accelerated Reading Program to be used as an 
enhancement to instruction. TAP Tests are used to gauge reading improvement, as well as testing the Accelerated Reading. Other 
teacher-made and standardized testing is used to monitor language skills. 

Required Courses Formatted: Font: (Default) Arial, 9 pt, Bold,
Font color: Red
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BASIC LANGUAGE ARTS I-IV 9-12 (Prereq: IEP) 
Grades 9-12     
1 Credit 
This course is an individualized course that uses literature and other materials to develop reading skills, writing skills and 
listening/attention development. A wide variety of materials are used: texts, simplified novels, periodicals, videos and plays. 
Activities will center on developing functional literacy and writing skills. 
 
HONORS AND ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH 
Honors English I, II, III, and Advanced Placement English IV are the curricula designed for college-bound students who have 
demonstrated proficiency in reading and comprehending challenging literature, higher level thinking skills, and analytical writing. 
Students will be encouraged, but not required, to take the Advanced Placement English exam in the spring of their senior year. 
Honors and AP English classes have summer reading and writing requirements. Students enrolling in an Honors or AP class must 
obtain the summer reading list and writing assignment from the assigned teacher. 
 
HONORS ENGLISH 9   (Prereq: Honors English criteria; Teacher's Recommendation and Summer Reading)  
Grade 9  
WEIGHTED GRADE 1 Credit 
Honors English I is an accelerated class designed for those students exhibiting characteristics of high achievement in English as set 
forth by the Fairfield High School Honors English Program criteria. Students enrolled in this class will be expected to exhibit high 
level thinking skills while studying units in short story, drama, poetry, non-fiction, and the novel at an accelerated pace. Along with 
this study of literature, the four major types of writing--exposition, description, narration, and persuasion--will be covered in a variety 
of assignments applicable to the current unit of study. Various enrichment projects will supplement the program of study to enhance 
the student's experience and preparation for Honors English II. 
 
HONORS ENGLISH 10 (Prereq: Teacher's recommendation and Summer Reading) 
Grade 10   
WEIGHTED GRADE 1 Credit 
Honors English II is the second level of acceleration in the honors program. It is designed for those students who have successfully 
passed the level 9 class and/or have exhibited advanced reading comprehension and writing skills. Students enrolled in this class 
will continue their study of the short story, drama, and novel, in addition to poetry and non-fiction. Writing and speaking skills will be 
coordinated with the study of literature. Various enrichment projects will supplement the program of study to enhance the student's 
experience and preparation 
for Honors English III. 
 
HONORS ENGLISH 11I (Prereq: Teacher's recommendation and Summer Reading) 
Dual Credit Available    
Grade 11    
WEIGHTED GRADE 1 Credit 
Honors English III is the third level of acceleration in the honors program. It is designed for those students who have successfully 
passed the level 10 class and/or exhibit advanced reading comprehension and writing skills. Students enrolled in this class will 
study techniques of research writing and organize formal research papers in addition to critical analyses of formal essays. Included 
will be a speech skills unit in which the students will learn and practice basic techniques of speech and communication through 
different modes of delivery. Students will also study American literature with a continued focus on writing analytically about the 
works of famous/prominent American authors. A study of novels will be incorporated into the curriculum as they apply to each 
author studied. Various enrichment exercises will supplement the curriculum to enhance the student's experience and preparation 
for A P English IV. 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH 12 (Prereq: Teacher's Recommendations and Summer Reading) 
Dual Credit Available    
Grade 12    
WEIGHTED GRADE 1 Credit 

Advanced Placement English IV will include a study of different genres (drama, poetry, essay, novel, and short story) in English, 
World, and American Literature. Critical analysis of the authors and their works will be the main focus. Assignments will include 
short compositions, research papers, creative writing assignments, timed writing assignments, and oral presentations. All students 
will be encouraged, but not 
required, to take the A P Exam in the spring of their senior year. 
 
 
 

MATHEMATICS  * Three Years Required 
 
ALGEBRA I  (Prereq: Teacher Recommendation) 
Grades 9-12  
1 Credit 

Required Courses Formatted: Font: (Default) Arial, 9 pt, Bold,
Font color: Red
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Algebra I is a transition from arithmetic to higher levels of abstractions and includes review of the skills of arithmetic. In the 
development of concepts, the emphasis is on skills rather than theory. Students learn the skills of algebra and how to apply them to 
real problems within the student's realm of experience. The vocabulary is developed by presenting new terms in examples and 
exercises in a way that shows their usefulness. Alternate forms of expressions are also given. 
 

Required Courses Formatted: Font: (Default) Arial, 9 pt, Bold,
Font color: Red
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GEOMETRY (Prereq: Algebra I)  
Grades 10-12    
1 Credit 

Geometry is a course designed for the college-bound or vocational students. The first semester topics include basic concepts of 
lines, points and planes including congruent triangles and quadrilaterals. The second semester includes study of areas of plane 
figures. Similar figures, basic constructions, volumes, and graphing procedures. 
 
 
ALGEBRA II (Prereq: Algebra I & Geometry) 
Grades 11-12   
1 Credit 

Algebra II expands the student's understanding of the power of mathematics by solving more difficult problems. It includes a review 
of the skills and concepts of Algebra I. Algebra II reinforces one of the most important aspects of higher mathematics - the idea that 
mathematics and mathematical procedures are created to extend or supplement existing mathematics. This becomes necessary 
when the existing procedures do not provide solutions to all the problems encountered. The development of the complex numbers is 
an example o this level of abstraction. Algebra II is intended to give students a proper foundation for continuing their studies in 
advanced mathematics, in sciences, or in technology that requires mathematics. 
 
MATH IV (Prereq: Geometry Algebra II and Algebra II Geometry)  
Dual Credit Available  
Grade 12  
1 Credit 
Math IV is a course which is intended to introduce some new topics in Trigonometry, Analytic Geometry, Matrices and Probability. 
The course is designed to give the students a more adequate preparation for college; especially those students who are preparing 
to enter such fields as mathematics, science, accounting or engineering. The course also will be approached from the standpoint of 
enrichment and enjoyment of mathematical fundamentals. 
 
PRE-ALGEBRA  (Prereq: IEP) 
Grades 9 or 10 only  
1 Credit 
Pre-Algebra is a class designed for students who are not ready to enter the Algebra I sequence. This class will give a basic 
introduction to algebra with concentration on the basic goals of general mathematics behind them. This class will also include real-
life concepts and projects. Some of the projects may include maintaining a checking account, catalog shopping, trip planning, and 
many other concepts. 
 
ALGEBRA 1-A   
Grades 9-12    
1 Credit 
Algebra 1-A is a comprehensive course making the transition from basic arithmetic skills to the skills of algebra. Students learn 
algebraic strategies and apply these strategies to solve real life situations. Topics include working with variables, problem solving, 
number lines, operations with real numbers, solving equations, polynomials, factoring, and algebraic fractions. Completion of 
Algebra 1-A and Algebra 1-B is equivalent to completion of the Algebra I course (#2213). 
 
ALGEBRA 1-B (Prereq: ALG 1-A) 
Grades 9-12  
1 Credit 
Algebra 1-B is a continuation of the skills learned in Algebra 1-A. Students learn algebraic strategies and apply these strategies to 
solve real life situations. Topics include ratio and proportion, fractional equations, exponents, linear equations and systems, 
functions, inequalities, rational and irrational numbers, and quadratic functions. Completion of Algebra 1-A and Algebra1-B is 
equivalent to completion of the Algebra I course (#2213). 
 
PLANE GEOMETRY (Prereq: Alg IA/IB or a grade of C or lower in Algebra I) 
Grades 11,12 
1 Credit 
Plane Geometry is a geometry class designed to present the basic concepts of geometry without the rigors of complicated algebra 
and with only limited exposure to formal proof. This class may utilize hands-on activities, computer activities, physical models, 
traditional approaches, and cooperative learning approaches. 
 
BASIC MATH APPLICATIONS (Prereq: IEP) 
Grades 9 or 10     
1 Credit 
This course gives students the tools they need to understand mathematics principles and apply them successfully to daily 
challenges. Students will learn about whole numbers and how to add, subtract, multiply, and divide them. They will also learn about 
fractions, decimals, percents, different systems of measurement, and other basics of mathematics. 
 

Required Courses 
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HONORS MATH 9 (Prereq: Honors Math criteria) 
Grade 9   
WEIGHTED GRADE 1 Credit 

Honors Mathematics 9 is an accelerated class designed for those students exhibiting characteristics of high achievement in 
mathematics as set forth by the Fairfield High School Honors Program criteria. Students enrolled in this class will cover topics of 
beginning algebra, computer programming, advanced algebra and geometry. Such topics include solving equations and 
inequalities, systems of equations, logarithms, arithmetic operations of polynomial functions, solving applications problems, and 
writing geometric proofs. 
 
HONORS MATH 10 (Prereq: Honors Math 9) 
Grade 10    
WEIGHTED GRADE 1 Credit 
Honors Mathematics 10 is the second level of accelerations those students who successfully completed the level 9class. Students 
enrolled in this class will cover topics of plane and solid geometry and trigonometry including areas, volumes, geometric figures and 
their relationships, transformations, writing geometric proofs, proving trigonometric identities, and advanced algebra. 
 
 
HONORS MATH 11 (Prereq: Honors Math 10)  
Dual Credit Available   
Grade 11    
WEIGHTED GRADE 1 Credit 
Honors Mathematics 11 is the third level in the gifted mathematics program. It is designed for those students who have successfully 
completed the level 10 class. Students taking Honors Mathematics 11 will complete an in-depth study into the topics of trigonometry 
and probability and statistics. 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS (Prereq: Honors Math 11)  
Dual Credit Available       
Grade 12    
WEIGHTED GRADE 1 Credit 
Advanced Placement Calculus is an Advanced Placement course in calculus designed for students who have a thorough 
knowledge of college preparatory mathematics. The course includes the topics of: functions and graphs, limits and continuity, 
differential calculus, and integral calculus. Applications using current technology will be strongly emphasized. Students will be 
encouraged, but not required, to take the Calculus AP exam in the spring of their senior year. 
 
 

 
  *Four Years Required 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION PE 9, 10, 11 & 12 (Boys and Girls Individual Classes)      
1/2 Credit  
The major objective of the physical education program is the development and maintenance of physical fitness and motor skills, 
social efficiency, recreational and intellectual competency. All students are required to take part in our physical education classes 
unless he or she is physically disabled or has a religious excuse from P.E. If a student has a medical/religious excuse for not 
participating, he/she will be required to write reports on a sport for each week of the medical/religious excuse. The reports should be 
equivalent to one handwritten page per day of the medical/religious excuse. Doctors should write any specific limitations on the 
medical form such as if a student could be allowed to walk in lieu of doing daily reports. All students are expected to dress out for 
their classes in the uniform prescribed by the high school which is red shorts, white T-shirt, socks, and an extra pair of athletic 
shoes (other than street shoes). See Guidance for more information regarding an academic waiver. 
 
ATHLETIC PE        
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12   
1/2 Credit  

This course will help students develop speed, strength, and flexibility in order to increase physical performance and aide in injury 
prevention.  A combination of weight lifting, plyometrics, and agility drills will be performed by the students.  Special emphasis will 
be placed on technique and weight room safety. 
 
CO-ED PE 9, 10, 11, & 12 
1/2 Credit  
Covers the same description as Physical Education above except class will consist of both boys and girls enrolled in the class. 
 
HEALTHFUL LIVING       
Grade 9-10     
1/2 Credit 
Health is required for all students to pass a graduation requirement and will meet the requirement for one semester of Physical 
Development and Health. The course is designed to teach students to present a good personal appearance, to keep their bodies 
functioning in a healthful manner, to plan an adequate diet, and to develop healthy personalities. The course includes sections on 
construction and functions of body parts and the harmful effects of foreign ingredients into the body both physically and mentally. 
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DRIVER EDUCATION CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION (Prereq: Pass eight classes the previous two semesters) 
Grades 9-11 (depending on birth date)    
1/4 Credit 
This driver education course offered at Fairfield Community High School shall consist of at least 30 clock hours of classroom 
instruction and at least 6 clock hours of practice driving in a car having dual operating controls under direct individual instruction. 
Students must meet the State law of passing eight (8) courses during the previous two semesters. 
 
DRIVER EDUCATION BEHIND-THE-WHEEL TRAINING (Prereq: Pass eight classes the previous two semesters) 
Grades 9-11 (depending on birth date)    
Pass/Fail 

Behind the Wheel education course focuses on the congruent relationship between a driver's emotional characteristics and his/her 
ability to operate a motor vehicle safely. The student shall participate in at least six hours of practice driving in a car having dual 
operating controls under direct individual instruction. 
 
BASIC HEALTH (Prereq: IEP)       
Grades 9, 10     
1/2 Credit 
Health is required for all students to pass a graduation requirement and will meet the requirement for one semester of Physical 
Development and Health. The course is designed to teach students to present a good personal appearance, to keep their bodies 
functioning in a healthful manner, to plan an adequate diet, and to develop healthy personalities. The course includes sections on 
construction and functions of body parts and the harmful effects of foreign ingredients into the body both physically and mentally. 

 
 
 

BIOLOGICAL AND PHYSICAL SCIENCES - BIOLOGICAL AND PHYSICAL *Two Years Required 

(1 yr must be Biology beginning with the Class of 20134) 

 
NATURAL SCIENCE        
Grade 9     
1 Credit 
Natural Science is a full year program for freshmen. The introduction covers the nature of science, the metric system and scientific 
methods. Density and buoyancy are explained, as well as atomic theory. Physical and chemical changes are studied. Mechanics 
including the simple machines, force, work, and energy are studied. There will be a unit over food composition. Diseases (Types, 
causes and treatments) will also be covered. Rocks and minerals and the structures of the earth are covered. The atmosphere and 
weather are studied. Forty percent of class 
time will be spent using the laboratory. 
 
BIOLOGY I          (Prereq: Nat Science Grade of C or Better) (Grade 9 by Teacher Recommendation Only) 
Grades 9-12     
1 Credit 
Biology I is a full year course. The following topics are covered in Unit 1 (The Nature of Biology): communities, methods of science, 
and scientific tools. In Unit 2(Energy and the Cell) topics covered are matter, biological chemistry, energy and reactions, 
membranes, cell structure, functions and interactions of cell parts, energy for cells, and photosynthesis. Unit 3 (The Continuation of 
Life) topics are cellular reproduction, heredity, solving genetics problems, structure and role of DNA, transcription, translation, and 
sources of genetic variation. In Unit 4 (Evolutionary Relationships) we discuss the concept of classification, viruses and 
microorganisms, and animals. We also discuss human reproduction, internal development, and birth. Laboratory exercises are 
performed to increase the student's understanding of biological principles. Animal dissection labs are held in the spring. 
Assignments on the Internet may be pursed only when the student is in compliance with FCHS policies regarding Internet use. 
Students may increase their understanding and experience in scientific principles by participating in Science Fair. A Science Fair 
project is an extra credit option. Students in Biology I may join Science Club and participate in club 
activities. 
 
CONCEPTUAL BIOLOGY  (Prereq: Nat. Science Grade of C or Lower)  
Grades 10-12 
1 Credit 
The emphasis is placed on experimentation and observation of the natural world. The nature of biology, energy and cells, life and 
life cycles, genetics, classification and evolutionary relationships are the primary areas of study.  
 

Required Courses 

Required Courses 
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CONCEPTUAL (NATURAL) CHEMISTRY        (Prereq: Nat. Science Grade of C or Lower)  
Grades 10-12     
1 Credit 

Chemistry is a study of the nature of matter and changes in the composition of matter. Emphasis is placed on experimentation and 
observation as the basis of all knowledge of chemistry. Formula writing and naming compounds are covered in detail. The Gas laws 
are investigated. Patterns of chemical behavior are searched for as The Periodic Table is studied. The electrical nature and 
structure of the atom is examined. Organic chemistry is studied, and the functional groups are found to determine the behavior of 
organic molecules. The properties of solid, liquids, and solutions are studied. The calculations of chemistry are studied, as well as 
the rates of chemical reactions and chemical equilibrium. Students may increase their understanding in scientific principles by 
participating in the Science Fair. A Science Fair project is an extra credit option. Natural Chemistry is designed for students 
interested in only one year of chemistry. It will focus on the same topics as Chemistry I, but several areas of study will be explored 
in less detail. 
 
BIOLOGY II        (Prereq: Bio I; Suggested: Chemistry 1) 
Dual Credit Available   
Grades 10-12    
1 Credit 
Biology II is a full year course which may be taken upon the successful completion of Biology I. The following topics are covered in 
Unit 7 (Interactions is the Environment): population biology, ecosystems, origin and distribution of communities, and humans and 
the environment. In Unit 5 (Life Functions on Organisms) we cover the immune system. Students are introduced to sterile 
technique, microbiological media, yogurt-making, simple bacterial staining technique, the Gram stain, and biotechnology, including 
biotechnology labs. In Unit 3 
(Evolutionary Relationships) discussions include evolution, adaptation, speciation, and plants. Dissection of the fetal pig will provide 
the student the opportunity to observe structures which are similar to those in a human. Appropriate topics in Unit 5 (Life Functions 
of Organisms) and Unit 6 (Controlling Living Systems) will be discussed as the fetal pig dissection progresses. Other laboratory 
exercises are performed throughout the course to facilitate understanding. Assignments on the Internet may be pursued only when 
the student is in compliance with FCHS policies regarding Internet use. Students may increase their understanding of scientific 
principles by participating in Science Fair. A Science Fair project is an extra credit option. Students in Biology II are eligible to join 
Science Club and participate in club activities. 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY (Prereq: Chemistry I and Biology/Teacher Recommendation)  
Grade 11 or 12    
WEIGHTED GRADE 1 Credit 
Advanced Placement (AP) Biology is a course designed for college-bound students who have demonstrated proficiency in biology. 
Students in this course will be expected to exhibit and develop high level independent thinking and writing skills. The pace of this 
course is accelerated. Skills will be developed through extensive reading, class discussions, writing assignments, and laboratories. 
AP Biology receives a weighted grade. Topics covered follow the guidelines given in the biology Advanced Placement description 
produced by the College Board, and are similar to those to be found in introductory college level biology courses. In the spring, 
students will be encouraged, though not required, to take the AP Biology exam. There is a fee to take this exam. Successful 
completion of the exam may result in the awarding of college credit by the college the student chooses to attend. Since the AP 
Biology curriculum specifies particular labs, some of which require more time than a class period, students taking this class must 
not take an Early Bird class or college class which would meet between 7:17-8:07A.M. The Biology class will meet during this time 
on numerous occasions for labs, testing, and other purposes. Students will take a Final Exam each semester. The exam is intended 
to be helpful to the student in preparing for the AP Biology exam. Assignments involving the Internet are expected; the student must 
be in compliance with FCHS regarding Internet use. Students in AP Biology may join Science Club and participate in club activities. 
 
CHEMISTRY I (Prereq: Nat Science Grade of A or B)  
Grades 10-12     
1 Credit 
Chemistry is a study of the nature of matter and changes in the composition of matter. Emphasis is placed on experimentation and 
observation as the basis of all knowledge of chemistry. Formula writing and naming compounds is covered in detail. The Gas Laws 
are investigated. Patterns of chemical behavior are searched for as The Periodic Table is studied. The electrical nature and 
structure of the atom is examined. Organic chemistry is studied, and the functional groups are found to determine the behavior of 
organic molecules. The properties of solids, liquids, and solutions are studied. Giant molecules are studied, and items are 
embedded in clear plastic. The calculations of chemistry are studied, as well as the rates of chemical reactions and chemical 
equilibrium. Time permitting; students will learn to balance REDOX equations. Students may increase their understanding in 
scientific principles by participating in Science Fair. A Science Fair project is an extra credit option. 
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CHEMISTRY II (Prereq: Chemistry I; Suggested: Bio I)  
Grades 11, 12     
1 Credit 

This course involves a systematic study into the methods of identifying metallic and non-metallic ions. Solutions containing unknown 
ions are given to the student to identify at the end of this part of the course. Selected experiments from college lab books are also 
included. A review of organic chemistry is included, prior to a study of the chemistry of living organisms. A study of the structure and 
behavior of carbohydrates, lipids, proteins, vitamins and enzymes is made, including laboratory exercises at the college level on 
these subjects. Students may increase their understanding in scientific principles by participating in Science Fair. A Science Fair 
project is an extra credit option. This course will be taught on alternating years with PHYSICS. 
 
PHYSICS (Prereq: Algebra I)      
Grades 11, 12     
1 Credit 
Physics is a one-year laboratory course designed to present a clear and straightforward presentation of the basic concepts of 
physics. Mechanics is the study of motions, and is studied by experiments and the use of graphs. Then the inter-relationships 
between each form of energy, heat light, sound, electric, nuclear, forms of wave motions. The textbook is used, accompanied by a 
laboratory manual complete with instructions, data tables, graph paper and answer sheets. Equipment is available for all standard 
experiments, as well as additional investigations, and teacher demonstrations. Students may increase their understanding in 
scientific principles by participating in Science Fair. A Science Fair project is an extra credit option. This course will be taught on 
alternating years with #3323 CHEMISTRY II. 
 
 
 
 
 
BASIC SCIENCE    (Prereq: Individual Ed. Program)  
Grade 9    
1 Credit 
This course gives students a fundamental understanding that sciences is essential if one is to make appropriate decisions, face and 
solve real-life problems, and comprehend the needs and concerns of the community. This course gives students the knowledge of 
science needed to think and function as participatory members of modern society. This course covers the basic concepts and 
principles of Life, Physical, and Earth Science. 
 
BASIC BIOLOGY   (Prereq: Individual Ed. Program)  
Grades 9, 10    
1 Credit 

This course provides students with an understanding of the fundamental concepts and processes of life. This course is about things 
that are all around us, plants and animals, and about what is within cells, body systems, and us. Students are encouraged to view 
their knowledge of basic life activities as being useful to them not only for the moment, but also for the future. 
 
BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE APPLICATION IN AGRICULTURE ANIMAL AND PLANT SCIENCE (BSAA)     
(Prereq: Intro to Ag and completed Nat. Sci. or Bio. I with a C or above or permission from instructor) 
Grades 10-12 
1 Credit 

This course is designed to reinforce and extend students understanding of science by associating basic scientific principles and 
concepts with relevant applications in agriculture. Students will examine major phases of plant growth and management in 
agriculture and the specific biological science concepts that govern management decisions. Students will examine major phases of 
animal agriculture and specific biological science concepts that govern management decisions in the animal industry. The course 
will be valuable preparation for further education and will increase the relevance of science through the applied setting of agriculture 
by enhancing literacy in science and the scientific process. 
 
PHYSICAL SCIENCE APPLICATION IN AGRICULTURE (PSAA)      
(Prereq: Intro to Ag and completed Nat. Sci. or Bio. I with a C or above or permission from instructor)  
Grades 10-12 
1 Credit   
This course is designed to reinforce and extend students understanding of physical science and the scientific process by 
associating scientific and math principles and concepts with relevant applications in agriculture. Topics of study are in the areas of 
scientific investigation, environmental/natural resource systems, agricultural production systems, agricultural structural systems, 
energy and power systems, agricultural mechanics and machine systems and food processing systems. 
 
 

 
SOCIAL SCIENCES *Two Years Required 

 
CIVICS 
Grade 9 & 10 
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1/2 Credit 
This one semester course is primarily for freshmen and sophomores.  The main focus is citizenship and government.  Additional 
topics include economics, geography, local government and current events.  Technology will be emphasized as students will be 
researching current topics using critical thinking and problem solving skills. 
 
U.S. HISTORY       
Grade 11     
1 Credit 
First Semester: A study of the social, economic and political development from the Colonial period through the Civil War era. 
Topics such as colonization, the American Revolution, the formation of the U.S. government, Jacksonian and Jeffersonian 
democracy and the Civil War will be studied. 
Second Semester: A study of the social, economic and political development from the Reconstruction, Spanish American War, 
World War I, World War II, Cold War Era, Korean and Vietnam conflicts, and America's role as a 20

th
 Century world leader will be 

studied. 
 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT  
Dual Credit Available      
Grade 12     
1/2 Credit 

This course is designed to provide a thorough study of the Federal Government of the United States and the State of Illinois. It will 
stress such areas as organization, duties and functions of each level of government. It will attempt to bring about the realization of 
the need for citizens to be informed in order to develop better-prepared individuals for responsibilities of citizenship. This course will 
fulfill the State of Illinois requirements of successfully passing tests on the Constitution of the United States, the Constitution of 
Illinois, the Declaration of Independence, the American Flag, and balloting. 
Note: Any student enrolling in Fairfield Community High School who has not passed all of the above stated Illinois requirements for 
high school students must take and pass this course before being allowed to graduate from FCHS. 
 
WORLD GEOGRAPHY  
Dual Credit Available   
Grade 12 
1/2 Credit 

Geography students will explore the relationship between people and the land. The focus is centered upon two major themes: How 
people use the earth and how the earth influences the way that people live. These themes will be applied to the study of the 
continents and regions. Map work will be used to supplement study and understanding. 
 
WORLD HISTORY       
Grades 10-12     
1 Credit 
The goal of World History is to foster an appreciation of the roots of Western culture by stressing the impact of European traditions 
and Western civilization with an emphasis given to the post-Renaissance period. 
 
PSYCHOLOGY I  
Dual Credit Available 
Grades 11, 12     
1/2 Credit 
Psychology I is the scientific study of human and animal behavior. Students will examine human development, nature vs. nurture, 
puberty, old age, learning, memory and language. Class experiments and group projects will be used as supplements to learning 
and understanding. 
 
PSYCHOLOGY II   
Dual Credit Available (Must take Psychology 1 to be eligible)  
Grades 11, 12     
1/2 Credit 
This course is a continuation of the study of human and animal behavior. Topics may include the biology of behavior, sensation and 
perception, learning, memory, cognition, motivation, emotion, life-span development of behavior, personality, and abnormal 
behavior and its therapies, social behavior and individual differences. 
 
BASIC GEOGRAPHY    (Prereq: IEP) 
Grades 11, 12     
1/2 Credit 

This course provides students facts about our planet and our country. Students will learn how to use maps, graphs and tables. 
Focus will be on the relationship between the land and the people. 
 
BASIC U.S. HISTORY     (Prereq: IEP)     
Grades 11, 12     
1 Credit 
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This course provides students with an understanding of the amazing story of our country and its people. This course presents to 
students a sequential development of the settlement, growth, and expansion of the territory now known as the United States from 
the times of its earliest inhabitants to the present. 
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BASIC AMERICAN GOVERNMENT (Prereq: IEP)        
Grades 11, 12     
1/2 Credit 

This course is designed to give students an understanding of how the government works and how decisions made throughout the 
years affect their lives. Basic Government gives students a basic understanding of our system of government. First they will learn 
about the roots of American Government. Students will discover that our system reflects some principles of government that are 
thousand of years old. They will learn how federal, state, and local governments work, independently and cooperatively. They will 
also learn about the rights and freedoms guaranteed to all citizens. 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HISTORY (Prereq: Teacher's Recommendation)    
Grade 11     
1 Credit 
Advanced Placement United States History is a course designed for college bound students who have demonstrated proficiency in 
reading, writing, and understanding advanced material. The A P United States History course will include a survey study of the 
history of the United States from colonization through the present. Students in this course will be expected to exhibit and develop 
high-level independent thinking skills and writing skills in the area of U.S. History. These skills will be developed through extensive 
reading, class discussions, and writing assignments. In the spring, students will be encouraged, though not required, to take the A P 
United States History exam. Successful completion of the exam may result in the awarding of college credit by the college the 
student chooses to attend. 
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Fairfield Community High School 
ELECTIVE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 
 

INTRODUCTION TO AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY 
Grades 9-12       
1 Credit 
This orientation course provides an opportunity for students to learn how the agricultural industry is organized; its major 
components; the economic influence of agriculture at state, national and international levels; and the scope and types of job 
opportunities in the agricultural field. Basic concepts in animal science, plant science, soil science, horticulture, natural resources, 
agribusiness management, agricultural mechanics, agricultural biotechnology, environmental science and aqua cultural science and 
technology will be presented. Improving computer and workplace skills will be a focus. Participation in FFA student organization 
activities and Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects is an integral course component for leadership development, 
career exploration and reinforcement of academic concepts. 
 
BASIC AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE (Prereq: Intro to Ag Industry or Instructor Permission)     
1 Credit 
Grades 10-12 

This orientation builds on basic skills and knowledge gained in the Introduction to the Agriculture Industry course. Major units of 
instruction include advanced plant science, soil science, animal science, and agricultural mechanics. Applied science and math 
skills and concepts will be stressed throughout the course as they relate to each area. Improving computer and workplace skills will 
be a focus. Participation in FFA student organization activities and Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects is an integral 
course component. 
 
AGRICULTURAL SALES AND MARKETING (Prereq: Intro to Ag)       
Dual Credit Available 
Grades 11-12           
1 Credit  
This course is designed to develop student knowledge and skills in operating an agribusiness. Instructional units include 
establishment of agribusinesses, managing the agribusiness, financing the agribusiness, marketing and advertising, product 
development, sales techniques and strategies, communicating with employees and customers, and studying various agricultural 
companies and career opportunities. Computer software applications and the Internet will be integrated through data management, 
inventories and accounting. Student skills will be enhanced in math, reading comprehension and writing though agribusiness 
applications. Improving computer, hands-on, and workplace skills will be a focus. Participation in FFA student organization activities 
and SAE projects is an integral course component. 
 
AGRICULTURAL BUSINESS MANAGEMENT (Prereq: Intro to Ag) 
Grades 11-12 
1 Credit 

This course will develop students’ understanding of the agricultural industry relating to the United States and World marketplace. 
Instructional units include: marketing and trading of agricultural products, international agriculture, imports and exports, agricultural 
law, taxes, governmental regulations and policies, and advanced computerized record keeping. Employability skills will be 
developed with resume writing and interviewing techniques to gain employment. Post-secondary education will be explored at 
colleges and universities. Participation in FFA and SAE is an integral course component. 
 
BASIC HORTICULTURE SCIENCE           
(Prereq: Intro to Ag or permission of instructor) 
Grades 10-12 
1 Credit 
This course is designed to develop knowledge and skills in the following areas: using soil and other plant growing media; identifying 
horticultural plants; propagating horticultural plants; basics of growing horticultural plants in greenhouse and nursery settings; 
constructing maintaining and using plant-growing structures; operating, repairing and maintaining equipment used in the 
horticultural field. 

 
 

Elective Courses 
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AGRICULTURAL MECHANICS  
BASIC AGRICULTURAL MECHANICS  

Grades 10, 11, 12 
(1 credit)         
In this course, theory and hands-on experiences provide opportunities for students to develop basic knowledge and skills in 
agricultural mechanics. Instructional areas include the basic fundamentals of maintaining and repairing small gasoline engines, 
basic electricity, welding, construction, cold metal work, and operating agricultural equipment safely. Improving workplace and 
computer skills will be a focus. The opportunity to participate in FFA student organization activities and Supervised Agricultural 
Experience (SAE) projects, which is an integral course component for leadership development, career exploration and 
reinforcement of academic concepts, is available. 

 
AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY SERVICE (Prereq: Basic Ag Mechanics) 

Grades 11 & 12 
(1 credit)         
This comprehensive machinery service course concentrates on the following areas: using service manuals, electrical applications 
for agricultural equipment, fundamentals of multi-cylinder engines, reconditioning and repairing agricultural equipment, assembling 
and adjusting agricultural equipment, organization and management of agricultural machinery dealerships, human relations, and 
sales techniques. Career such as agricultural equipment salesperson, mechanic, parts manager, sales manager, service technician, 
and other related occupations will be examined. Improving workplace and computer skills will be a focus.  The opportunity to 
participate in FFA student organization activities and Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects, which is an integral course 
component for leadership development, career exploration and reinforcement of academic concepts, is available. 

 
AGRICULTURAL MECHANICS AND TECHNOLOGY  (Prereq: Intro To Ag) 
Grades 11 & 12 
(1 credit)         

This course will concentrate on expanding student’s knowledge and experiences with agricultural mechanics technologies utilized in 
the agricultural industry. Units of instruction included are: design, construction, fabrication, maintenance, welding, 
electricity/electronics, internal combustion engines, hydraulics, and employability skills. Careers of agricultural construction 
engineer, electrician, plumber, welder, equipment designer, parts manager, safety inspector, welder, and other related occupations 
will be examined.  Improving workplace and computer skills will be a focus. The opportunity to participate in FFA student 
organization activities and Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects, which is an integral course component for leadership 
development, career exploration and reinforcement of academic concepts, is available. 

 
AGRICULTURAL METAL FABRICATION  (Prereq:  Intro To Ag & Basic Ag Mechanics) 

Grades 11 & 12 
(1 credit)          
This course will emphasize the development of basic welding and metalworking skills necessary to succeed in agricultural careers 
in the agricultural metal fabrication industry. Topics of instruction include: metal identification and properties, metal preparation, use 
of oxy-acetylene torch, plasma cutting and cutting operations, arc welding, MIG welding, TIG welding, and project design and 
construction. Improving workplace and computer skills will be a focus. The opportunity to participate in FFA student organization 
activities and Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects, which is an integral course component for leadership 
development, career exploration and reinforcement of academic concepts, is available. 
 
AGRICULTURAL CONSTRUCTION AND TECHNOLOGY (Prereq:  Basic Ag Mechanics) 

Grades 11 & 12 
(1 credit)         
This advanced course focuses on the knowledge, hands-on skills, and work place skills applicable to construction in the agricultural 
industry. Major units of instruction include: personal safety, handtools, power tools, blue print reading, surveying, construction skills 
in carpentry, plumbing, electricity, concrete, block laying, drywall and painting. Career such as agricultural engineers, carpenter, 
plumber, electrician, concrete and block layers, finishers, safety specialists, and other related occupations will be examined.  
Improving workplace and computer skills will be a focus. The opportunity to participate in FFA student organization activities and 
Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects, which is an integral course component for leadership development, career 
exploration and reinforcement of academic concepts, is available. 

 
FCC MECHANICS (Frontier Community College)  (Prereq:   Basic Ag Mechanics, must meet minimum compass score) 
Grades 11 & 12      ( A fee may be required from FCC to enroll.) 
(2 credits)         

This course will concentrate on expanding student’s knowledge and experiences with agricultural mechanics technologies utilized in 
the agricultural industry. Units of instruction included are: design, construction, fabrication, maintenance, welding, 
electricity/electronics, internal combustion engines, hydraulics, and employability skills. Careers of agricultural construction 
engineer, electrician, plumber, welder, equipment designer, parts manager, safety inspector, welder, and other related occupations 
will be examined.  Improving workplace and computer skills will be a focus. The opportunity to participate in FFA student 
organization activities and Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects, which is an integral course component for leadership 
development, career exploration and reinforcement of academic concepts, is available. 
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BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY 
 
BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY CONCEPTS (Meets Resource Management Credit) 
Grades 11 & 12 
1/2 Credit 
Students will develop a broad knowledge of business operations and learn the economic roles of a consumer. 
Procedures for recording and reporting financial data are introduced. Students cover topics such as budgeting, money 
management, wise use of credit, taxes, savings and investments,  human services, and career planning.  Students will explore and 
conduct research on careers that interest them.  The use of the computer lab is incorporated into learning these skills. Successful 
completion of this course will satisfy the Resource Management requirement. 
 
KEYBOARDING (REQUIRED Course) 

Grade 9  
1/4 Credit  

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the basic skills in keyboarding technique and build on those keying skills in 
order to interact with the computer, and to increase keying speed and accuracy. Students will learn the alphabetic keyboard, 
numeric keyboard, and the numeric keypad.  Students will learn how to key from block copy, script copy, and marked-up copy 
correcting text according to proofreading marks. 
 
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS I  (Prerequisite:  Keyboarding C or better) 
Grades 9-12 
1/2 Credit 

This course is designed for students with adequate keyboarding skills to become knowledgeable of Microsoft Office.  Using 
Microsoft Word, students will refine their word processing skills by learning the various features of the program, by developing 
competencies in formatting various documents, and by creating a variety of graphic documents.  Students will also be introduced to 
the basics of Microsoft Excel, Microsoft Access, and Microsoft PowerPoint.  Students will also integrate the use of the Internet in 
completing various projects. 
 
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS II (Prerequisite: Computer Applications I, C or better) 
Grades 10-12 
1/2 Credit 

A project based class, this course is designed for student to utilize project-based learning to develop advanced Microsoft Office 
skills by integrating Word, Excel, Publisher, PowerPoint, and Access.  Students will also refine their graphic design skills in the 
creating of various projects and documents and may also utilize Adobe Photoshop in these projects.  Emphasis will be placed on 
problem-solving using special features of the applications.  Students will also perform advanced Internet searches and be able to 
send completed work to the instructor via e-mail.  The use of a scanner and heat transfer press may be used in some of the 
projects.  Additionally, various Adobe software may be utilized in the course. 
 
WEB DESIGN & Newswriting 
Grades 11-12 
1 Credit 
This course is designed to introduce the basics of web design.  Students will learn the terms and language of web design, the Web 
Development Life Cycle, as well as the procedures to create Web pages with HTML and Web text editors. Students will get a 
unique opportunity to use their creative writing skills by conducting interviews, research, and more.  All approved work will be 
displayed on our school’s Web page.  Students will also keep the school’s Web page up to date daily with various items such as the 
daily announcements, lunch menus, sports pages, club pages, and many more items.  
 
THE POWER OF MULTIMEDIA  
Grades 10-12 
1/2 Credit 
This course is designed to introduce innovative methods of presenting both written and visual ideas using a variety of multimedia.  
Students will develop multimedia projects using a combination of audio, video, animation, graphics, still photography, and text.  A 
variety of software will be used throughout the course, including but not limited to Adobe Photoshop, Photo Story, Windows Movie 
Maker, and Animoto.  Students will also be designing school related items such as brochures, flyers, and programs.  
 
ACCOUNTING I (Prereq: Bus/Tech: C or better or Permission of Instructor) 
Dual Credit Available      
Grades 11, 12     
1 Credit 
This first-year accounting course will give the student a thorough background in the basic accounting procedures used to operate a 
business. The accounting procedures presented will also serve as a sound background for employment in entry level office jobs and 
preparation for studying business courses in college. Practice sets with business papers are used to emphasize actual business 
records management.  
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ACCOUNTING II (Prereq: Accounting I)       
Grade 12     
1 Credit 

This course provides a technical background for college-bound students who plan a business major, as well as those who wish 
vocational preparation. Accounting II is a skill level course that builds upon the foundation established in Accounting I. This course 
is designed to help students develop deeper knowledge of the principles of accounting with more emphasis being placed on 
financial statements and accounting records. New concepts may include bad debs; depreciation; accruals; deferrals; departmental 
accounting; the voucher system; and notes payables, and stocks and bonds of a corporation. Computer applications for automated 
accounting may be integrated throughout the course. 
 
BUSINESS LAW       
Grades 11, 12     
1/2 Credit 
Primarily, business law is designed to stress the contractual obligations arising out of sales, insurance, bailments, and a multitude of 
other daily activities that students will encounter. Business Law is a course to inform the college and non-college bound students of 
the pitfalls that can befall them in our business world. Topics covered are: criminal law, law of torts, the court systems, how 
contracts arise and come to an end, laws effecting employment, and creating of an agency. 
 
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT     
Grades 11, 12     
1/2 Credit 
The economic foundation, characteristics, and opportunities in American business are presented. Various types of business 
ownership and the ways businesses are organized internally are discussed. Units of instructions may include marketing, 
purchasing, financing, accounting, pricing, selling, advertising, and banking operations. Project based learning may take place to 
develop managerial skills. 
 
ADAPTIVE TYPING (Prereq: I.E.P.)      
Grades 9-12     
1 Credit 
This course is planned to develop basic skills in keyboarding. Major emphasis is placed on individual instruction on keyboarding 
techniques, proofreading, and correcting errors. Speed and accuracy drills on the numeric keypad are included in this course. 
Students learn valuable computer skills using the Internet, tables, and graphics. Students use Microsoft Office and Publisher. 
Students may be asked to create calendars, brochures, advertisements, and power point presentations. Students may access this 
program for two years.  

 
 
 

  
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (REQUIRED Course)     
Grades 11-12     
1/2 Credit 

Resource Management equips students with the knowledge and skills needed to operate in the marketplace. It is the 
study of the knowledge needed to choose, to spend, and to conserve resources, goods, and services. Four topics of 
concern to all individuals will be discussed: Decision Making - attitudes, values, choice making, and the problems facing the 
consumer; Resource Management - purchasing and conserving goods and services; Money Management - borrowing, saving, 
investing, paying taxes, and insuring life, health and property; and Citizen Participation - consumer protection, laws and regulations, 
consumer redress procedures, and the responsibilities of individuals in the American economic system. One semester of 
BUSINESS PRINCIPLES plus one semester of PARENTING will also fulfill this requirement. 
 
CLOTHING: FASHION & CONSTRUCTION  
Grades 9-12        
1/2 Credit 
This class is a chance for creative minds to bloom as fashion throughout the ages will be explored. Additionally, two (2) creative 
sewing projects will be completed after instruction in proper use of sewing equipment, selection of fabrics, care of clothing, 
psychological aspects of clothing, and career opportunities. The projects will include one personal garment and one other project of 
the student’s choice. No kits or precut projects will be used. 
 
INTRODUCATION TO FOODS & NUTRITION 
Grades 9-12       
1/2 Credit 
This course will include an introduction to food and nutrition principles. Emphasis will be placed on food safety and sanitation, 
proper preparation techniques, cooperative learning, the development of daily food plans for healthy living and career awareness. 
Approximately 9weeks will be devoted to gaining knowledge of the above mentioned areas with the last 9 weeks allowing the 
student to put this information into practice. 
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PRINCIPLES OF FOODS AND NUTRITION II (Prereq: Foods and Nutrition I)      
Grades 10-12     
1/2 Credit 

This course is an in-depth study of nutrition as well as advanced food preparation techniques. Most of the emphasis in this class will 
be on nutrition. 
 
BAKING AND DESSERTS      
Grades 11, 12     
1/2 Credit 
A one-semester study of breads, pastries, cakes, candies and other desserts from a basic homemaking standpoint as well as a 
quantity situation. Management of time and equipment will be stressed. 
 
FOREIGN FOODS      
Grades 11, 12     
1/2 Credit 

A one-semester course in which meal management will be stressed with students planning and preparing complete meals from 
foreign and ethnic cultures. 
 
CREATIVE CUISINE      
Grade 12     
1 Credit 
An advanced study of food preparation techniques including cake decorating, gourmet food, quantity food preparation and food 
service for buffet and banquet meals. 
 
INTRO TO CHILD CARE AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT  
Grades 9-12     
1/2 Credit 

This course will include the development of the child from birth to age 5, necessary communication skills for parents, as well as 
lessons for use in the preschool arena (whether in a structured situation or at home), health and safety standards for children, 
career opportunities in this field of knowledge. 
 
PRINCIPLES OF INTERIOR DESIGN    
Grades 9-12     
1/2 Credit 
This course in the study of the principles of interior design will include the history and future of housing, careers in the housing 
industry, principles and elements of design, the role of color, arrangement of furniture, construction basics, and other important 
basics toward creating functional, nurturing home environments. Several design projects will be required and field trips to view 
houses in various stages of construction are planned. Also, trips to businesses, such as lumberyards, furniture stores, etc., will 
greatly enhance the classroom experience. 
 
BUSINESS PRINCIPLES (W/ Parenting meets Resource Management Credit) 
Grades 11, 12  
1/2 Credit 
Learning experiences are designed to provide students with the basic knowledge and skills needed to select, acquire, maintain, and 
manage everyday business affairs of families and individuals. The selection and care of housing and furnishings are related to 
factors such as social-economic conditions, individual tastes, psychological effects, aesthetic values, safety, sanitation and energy 
conservation. The course content will include applying housing and home management choices in relation to the changing 
individual(s) and their career patterns. Emphasis will be placed on the application of basic business principles as they relate to 
everyday life. This course will fulfill one-half of the RESOURCE MANAGEMENT requirements, (the other half being PARENTING). 
 
ADULT LIVING        
Grades 11, 12    
1/2 Credit 
A one-semester course designed to help prepare the students for the responsibilities as adults with emphasis on knowledge, skills, 
and attitudes of interpersonal relationships in achieving personal goals. Areas included will be value clarification, legalities and 
responsibilities associated with employment. 
 
PARENTING (W/ Business Principles Meets Resource Management Credit)      
Grades 11, 12     
1/2 Credit 

A one-semester course which will provide students with knowledge of the role of family member, family member interactions, 
responsibilities of parenthood and the principles of human growth and development. Areas of study will include teenage 
pregnancies, early marriage, adoption laws, community agencies and services available. This course will fulfill one-half of the 
RESOURCEMANAGEMENT requirement, (the other half being BUSINESSPRINCIPLES). 
 

Elective Courses 
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BASIC RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (Prereq: IEP)   
Grades 11, 12     
1/2 Credit 

This course is designed to teach students how to manage their personal resources by making informed choices in the consumer 
world. Budgeting, taxes, mortgages and other consumer decisions will be discussed. 

 
 
 

FINE ARTS AND LANGUAGES 
 

Music and Art 
PERFORMANCE BAND  (Director's Recommendation)      
Grades 9-12     
1 Credit 
The FCHS Band consists of marching, pep, and concert bands, and participates in many school and community events. They 
include all boys home football and basketball games, and some girls basketball games. They also perform at the Homecoming and 
Christmas parades. Regularly scheduled concerts include the winter concert, spring concert, graduation, and the IHSA music 
contest. 
 
 
CONCERT CHOIR      
Grades 9-12     
1 Credit 
Concert choir students discover how to sing music intelligently by learning proper breath control, good tone and posture, rhythm, 
accurate pitch, correct pronunciation, and expression. The concert choir performs at the annual winter and spring concerts, 
participates in IHSA music contest, and performs for the community at various locations in the fall. 
 
MUSIC APPRECIATION       
Dual Credit Available 
Grades 11, 12  
1/2 Credit  
A study is made of types of music and their composers to increase understanding through integration of the technical, historical, 
social, and biographical aspects of music. These include great masterpieces from different time periods of western music, as well 
as, popular music such as jazz, blues, rock, and music-theater. This is a comprehensive dual credit class through Frontier 
Community College with a required semester exam. 
 
SHOW CHOIR (Audition Only)   
Grades 9-12   
1 Credit 
Show Choir is a course which combines rehearsal techniques, music literature, and choreography. The Show Choir auditions 
annually at the end of the school year for the next school season. Auditions consist of learning a short dance routine, singing a solo, 
and sight reading. The Show Choir performs at the winter and spring concerts, and they also sing the national anthem at some 
basketball games. The Show Choir also participates in the IHSA solo and ensemble, and organizational contest as well as performs 
for many public functions. 
 
JAZZ BAND 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
The FCHS Jazz Band will study and perform jazz literature. The band will perform for special events including the winter and spring 
concerts. Student must be enrolled in the FCHS Performance Band to be a part of the Jazz Band.  
 
HISTORY OF AMERICAN MUSIC 
Dual Credit Available 
Grades 9-12 
1/2 Credit 
This course is designed to create interest in American music, its media and basic concepts of from and style, including jazz, country 
and rock music. Emphasis is placed upon appreciating and understanding trends in music of the United States through use of 
representative selections. 
 
 
ART I   
Grades 9, 10, 11   
1 Credit 
This course is a prerequisite to all courses in the Art Department. Following are the units of study:  Elements and Principles of 
Design Art History Exploration of tools & techniques in Drawing, Painting, Sculpture, Computer Art, and Crafts Course 

Elective Courses 
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requirements: sketchbook, notebook, research paper, and studio projects .Items which student must purchase: sketchbook, drawing 
pencils, kneaded eraser, craft supplies. 
 
 
ART II (Prereq: Art I)  
Grades 10, 11, 12  
1 Credit 

This course will include in depth study of Drawing, Color Theory and Painting. The units of study are: Drawing (graphite, charcoal, 
pastel, pen & ink, color pencils, markers, ink wash, scratchboard, cartooning, & calligraphy) Color Theory (color mixing) Painting 
(acrylic, oil, and water) Course requirements: sketchbook, color wheel, studio projects. Items student must purchase: sketchbook, 
pencils, eraser, canvas, matting and/or frames and may choose to purchase paints and/or brushes and toolbox 
 
 
 
ART III (Prereq: Art I and Art II) 
Grades 11, 12  
1 Credit 
The course includes units of study in: Sculpture, Computer Graphics and Crafts. The units of study will explore the 
proper tools and techniques of each of the following areas: Sculpture - Clay, plaster, wood, paper, paper mache, 
wire. Computer Graphics - Microsoft Paint, Corel Draw, Desktop publishing. Crafts - The design and creation of usable objects 
(greeting cards, rug, t-shirts, sun-catchers, jewelry, etc.)Course requirements: sketchbook, computer composition, and studio 
projects.  Items the student must purchase: craft items for craft projects, computer diskette, and choice of sculpture materials 
 

Foreign Languages 
SPANISH I (Prereq: Elem Eng. Grade of B or better)  
Grades 9-12   
1 Credit 

Spanish I is an introduction to the Spanish language and its culture. Students learn and practice simple 
conversation patterns, and read and write in Spanish what they hear and speak. Students are also introduced to the 
geography, history, customs, and achievements of Spanish speaking people. The majority of activities have a youth related 
theme (e.g. hobbies, travel, schoolwork, relationships with parents and friends, leisure activities, etc.) 
 
SPANISH II (Prereq: Spanish I)     
Grades 10-12     
1 Credit 

Spanish II is a continuation of Spanish I. Students improve their pronunciation and intonation in speaking, 
they learn more complex structures of basic Spanish and expand their knowledge of the cultural themes of Spanish I. 
They acquire a command of key vocabulary and structure necessary for personal communication and an appreciation of 
the content and development of the culture of the Spanish speaking world. More emphasis is placed on comprehension, and 
students develop basic writing skills. 
 
SPANISH III (Prereq: Spanish II) 
Grades 11, 12  
1 Credit 
Students continue practicing their pronunciation of Spanish. They acquire a more extensive knowledge of 
Spanish-speaking culture, humanities, and history. Students will learn to express themselves through intermediate level 
compositions/projects 
 
SPANISH IV (Prereq: Spanish III)  
Grade 12  
1 Credit 

Students continue to acquire a more extensive knowledge of Spanish as well as Latino culture and history. Students will learn to 
express themselves through advanced level reading and compositions, presentations and discourse. This is a culmination of the 
previous levels and students will be able to communicate in a more complex, native-like manner. Emphasis is always leaning 
towards self-sufficiency. Students understand and use Spanish in a variety of contexts. 
 

 
 

HEALTH OCCUPATIONS 
HEALTH CAREERS I 
Dual Credit Available 
Grade 12    
1 Credit 
This course is part one of a two part course that will prepare students for a specific health occupation or cluster of closely related 
occupations. Included will be and orientation to health occupations which is designed to provide in-depth information on health 
careers, the occupational and educational opportunities and the attitudinal requirements needed by health care workers. The course 
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will prepare students for a specific health occupation or cluster of closely related occupations. Students will complete occupational 
task lists in the classroom, lab, and clinical areas. 
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HEALTH CAREERS II (Prereq: Passing Grade in Health Careers I) 
Dual Credit Available   
Grade 12  
1 Credit 
This course is a continuation of Health Occupations I course content. The health occupation clusters provide the potential for 
employment immediately following high school level instruction in a variety of health occupations. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY 
 
BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY CONCEPTS 
Grades 11 & 12 
1/2 Credit 
Students will develop a broad knowledge of business operations and learn the economic roles of a consumer. 
Procedures for recording and reporting financial data are introduced. Students cover topics such as budgeting, money 
management, wise use of credit, taxes, savings and investments,  human services, and career planning.  Students may be 
introduced to topics and careers in financial services, marketing, or management. The use of the computer lab is incorporated into 
learning these skills. Successful completion of this course will satisfy the Resource Management requirement. 
 
KEYBORADING 
Grade 9  
1/4 Credit – Required 

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the basic skills in keyboarding technique and build on those keying skills in 
order to interact with the computer, and to increase keying speed and accuracy. Students will learn the alphabetic keyboard, 
numeric keyboard, and the numeric keypad.  Students will learn how to key from block copy, script copy, and marked-up copy 
correcting text according to proofreading marks. 
 
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS I  (Prerequisite:  Keyboarding C or better) 
Grades 9-12 
1/2 Credit 
This course is designed for students with adequate keyboarding skills to become knowledgeable of Microsoft Office.  Using 
Microsoft Word, students will refine their word processing skills by learning the various features of the program, by developing 
competencies in formatting various documents, and by creating a variety of graphic documents.  Students will also be introduced to 
the basics of Microsoft Excel, Microsoft Access, and Microsoft PowerPoint.  Students will also integrate the use of the Internet in 
completing various projects. 
 
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS II (Prerequisite: Computer Applications I, C or better) 
Grades 10-12 
1/2 Credit 

A project based class, this course is designed for student to utilize project-based learning to develop advanced Microsoft Office 
skills by integrating Word, Excel, Publisher, PowerPoint, and Access.  Students will also refine their graphic design skills in the 
creating of various projects and documents and may also utilize Adobe Photoshop in these projects.  Emphasis will be placed on 
problem-solving using special features of the applications.  Students will also perform advanced Internet searches and be able to 
send completed work to the instructor via e-mail.  The use of a scanner and heat transfer press may be used in some of the 
projects.  Additionally, various Adobe software may be utilized in the course. 
 
WEB DESIGN & Newswriting 
Grades 11-12 
1 Credit 
This course is designed to introduce the basics of web design.  Students will learn the terms and language of web design, the Web 
Development Life Cycle, as well as the procedures to create Web pages with HTML and Web text editors.  
 
THE POWER OF MULTIMEDIA  
Grades 10-12 
1/2 Credit 

This course is designed to introduce innovative methods of presenting both written and visual ideas using a variety of multimedia.  
Students will develop multimedia projects using a combination of audio, video, animation, graphics, still photography, and text.  A 
variety of software will be used throughout the course, including but not limited to Adobe Photoshop, Photo Story, Windows Movie 
Maker, and Animoto.   
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ACCOUNTING I (Prereq: Bus/Tech: C or better or Permission of Instructor) 
Dual Credit Available      
Grades 11, 12     
1 Credit 
This first-year accounting course will give the student a thorough background in the basic accounting procedures used to operate a 
business. The accounting procedures presented will also serve as a sound background for employment in entry level office jobs and 
preparation for studying business courses in college. Practice sets with business papers are used to emphasize actual business 
records management.  
 
ACCOUNTING II (Prereq: Accounting I)       
Grade 12     
1 Credit 
This course provides a technical background for college-bound students who plan a business major, as well as those who wish 
vocational preparation. Accounting II is a skill level course that builds upon the foundation established in Accounting I. This course 
is designed to help students develop deeper knowledge of the principles of accounting with more emphasis being placed on 
financial statements and accounting records. New concepts may include bad debs; depreciation; accruals; deferrals; departmental 
accounting; the voucher system; and notes payables, and stocks and bonds of a corporation. Computer applications for automated 
accounting may be integrated throughout the course. 
 
BUSINESS LAW       
Grades 11, 12     
1/2 Credit 
Primarily, business law is designed to stress the contractual obligations arising out of sales, insurance, bailments, and a multitude of 
other daily activities that students will encounter. Business Law is a course to inform the college and non-college bound students of 
the pitfalls that can befall them in our business world. Topics covered are: criminal law, law of torts, the court systems, how 
contracts arise and come to an end, laws effecting employment, and creating of an agency. 
 
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT     
Grades 11, 12     
1/2 Credit 
The economic foundation, characteristics, and opportunities in American business are presented. Various types of business 
ownership and the ways businesses are organized internally are discussed. Units of instructions may include marketing, 
purchasing, financing, accounting, pricing, selling, advertising, and banking operations. Project based learning may take place to 
develop managerial skills. 
 
ADAPTIVE TYPING (Prereq: I.E.P.)      
Grades 9-12     
1 Credit 
This course is planned to develop basic skills in keyboarding. Major emphasis is placed on individual instruction on keyboarding 
techniques, proofreading, and correcting errors. Speed and accuracy drills on the numeric keypad are included in this course. 
Students learn valuable computer skills using the Internet, tables, and graphics. Students use Microsoft Office and Publisher. 
Students may be asked to create calendars, brochures, advertisements, and power point presentations. Students may access this 
program for two years.  
 
 

FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE  
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT      
Grades 11-12     
1/2 Credit 
Resource Management equips students with the knowledge and skills needed to operate in the marketplace. It is the 
study of the knowledge needed to choose, to spend, and to conserve resources, goods, and services. Four topics of 
concern to all individuals will be discussed: Decision Making - attitudes, values, choice making, and the problems facing the 
consumer; Resource Management - purchasing and conserving goods and services; Money Management - borrowing, saving, 
investing, paying taxes, and insuring life, health and property; and Citizen Participation - consumer protection, laws and regulations, 
consumer redress procedures, and the responsibilities of individuals in the American economic system. One semester of 
BUSINESS PRINCIPLES plus one semester of PARENTING will also fulfill this requirement. 
 
CLOTHING: FASHION & CONSTRUCTION  
Grades 9-12        
1/2 Credit 

This class is a chance for creative minds to bloom as fashion throughout the ages will be explored. Additionally, two (2) creative 
sewing projects will be completed after instruction in proper use of sewing equipment, selection of fabrics, care of clothing, 
psychological aspects of clothing, and career opportunities. The projects will include one personal garment and one other project of 
the student’s choice. No kits or precut projects will be used. 
 
INTRODUCATION TO FOODS & NUTRITION 
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Grades 9-12       
1/2 Credit 
This course will include an introduction to food and nutrition principles. Emphasis will be placed on food safety and sanitation, 
proper preparation techniques, cooperative learning, the development of daily food plans for healthy living and career awareness. 
Approximately 9weeks will be devoted to gaining knowledge of the above mentioned areas with the last 9 weeks allowing the 
student to put this information into practice. 
 
PRINCIPLES OF FOODS AND NUTRITION II (Prereq: Foods and Nutrition I)      
Grades 10-12     
1/2 Credit 
This course is an in-depth study of nutrition as well as advanced food preparation techniques. Most of the emphasis in this class will 
be on nutrition. 
 
BAKING AND DESSERTS      
Grades 11, 12     
1/2 Credit 
A one-semester study of breads, pastries, cakes, candies and other desserts from a basic homemaking standpoint as well as a 
quantity situation. Management of time and equipment will be stressed. 
 
FOREIGN FOODS      
Grades 11, 12     
1/2 Credit 
A one-semester course in which meal management will be stressed with students planning and preparing complete meals from 
foreign and ethnic cultures. 
 
CREATIVE CUISINE      
Grade 12     
1 Credit 
An advanced study of food preparation techniques including cake decorating, gourmet food, quantity food preparation and food 
service for buffet and banquet meals. 
 
INTRO TO CHILD CARE AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT  
Grades 9-12     
1/2 Credit 
This course will include the development of the child from birth to age 5, necessary communication skills for parents, as well as 
lessons for use in the preschool arena (whether in a structured situation or at home), health and safety standards for children, 
career opportunities in this field of knowledge. 
 
PRINCIPLES OF INTERIOR DESIGN    
Grades 9-12     
1/2 Credit 
This course in the study of the principles of interior design will include the history and future of housing, careers in the housing 
industry, principles and elements of design, the role of color, arrangement of furniture, construction basics, and other important 
basics toward creating functional, nurturing home environments. Several design projects will be required and field trips to view 
houses in various stages of construction are planned. Also, trips to businesses, such as lumberyards, furniture stores, etc., will 
greatly enhance the classroom experience. 
 
BUSINESS PRINCIPLES (LIVING ENVIRONMENTS) 
Grades 11, 12  
1/2 Credit 
Learning experiences are designed to provide students with the basic knowledge and skills needed to select, acquire, maintain, and 
manage everyday business affairs of families and individuals. The selection and care of housing and furnishings are related to 
factors such as social-economic conditions, individual tastes, psychological effects, aesthetic values, safety, sanitation and energy 
conservation. The course content will include applying housing and home management choices in relation to the changing 
individual(s) and their career patterns. Emphasis will be placed on the application of basic business principles as they relate to 
everyday life. This course will fulfill one-half of the RESOURCE MANAGEMENT requirements, (the other half being PARENTING). 
 
ADULT LIVING        
Grades 11, 12    
1/2 Credit 

A one-semester course designed to help prepare the students for the responsibilities as adults with emphasis on knowledge, skills, 
and attitudes of interpersonal relationships in achieving personal goals. Areas included will be value clarification, legalities and 
responsibilities associated with employment. 
 
PARENTING        
Grades 11, 12     
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1/2 Credit 
A one-semester course which will provide students with knowledge of the role of family member, family member interactions, 
responsibilities of parenthood and the principles of human growth and development. Areas of study will include teenage 
pregnancies, early marriage, adoption laws, community agencies and services available. This course will fulfill one-half of the 
RESOURCEMANAGEMENT requirement, (the other half being BUSINESSPRINCIPLES). 
 
BASIC RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (Prereq: IEP)   
Grades 11, 12     
1/2 Credit 
This course is designed to teach students how to manage their personal resources by making informed choices in the consumer 
world. Budgeting, taxes, mortgages and other consumer decisions will be discussed. 
 
 

AGRICULTURE 
INTRODUCTION TO AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY 
Grades 9-12       
1 Credit 
This orientation course provides an opportunity for students to learn how the agricultural industry is organized; its major 
components; the economic influence of agriculture at state, national and international levels; and the scope and types of job 
opportunities in the agricultural field. Basic concepts in animal science, plant science, soil science, horticulture, natural resources, 
agribusiness management, agricultural mechanics, agricultural biotechnology, environmental science and aqua cultural science and 
technology will be presented. Improving computer and workplace skills will be a focus. Participation in FFA student organization 
activities and Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects is an integral course component for leadership development, 
career exploration and reinforcement of academic concepts. 
 
BASIC AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE (Prereq: Intro to Ag Industry or Instructor Permission)     
1 Credit 
Grades 10-12 
This orientation builds on basic skills and knowledge gained in the Introduction to the Agriculture Industry course. Major units of 
instruction include advanced plant science, soil science, animal science, and agricultural mechanics. Applied science and math 
skills and concepts will be stressed throughout the course as they relate to each area. Improving computer and workplace skills will 
be a focus. Participation in FFA student organization activities and Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects is an integral 
course component. 
 
AGRICULTURAL SALES AND MARKETING (Prereq: Intro to Ag)       
Dual Credit Available 
Grades 11-12           
1 Credit  
This course is designed to develop student knowledge and skills in operating an agribusiness. Instructional units include 
establishment of agribusinesses, managing the agribusiness, financing the agribusiness, marketing and advertising, product 
development, sales techniques and strategies, communicating with employees and customers, and studying various agricultural 
companies and career opportunities. Computer software applications and the Internet will be integrated through data management, 
inventories and accounting. Student skills will be enhanced in math, reading comprehension and writing though agribusiness 
applications. Improving computer, hands-on, and workplace skills will be a focus. Participation in FFA student organization activities 
and SAE projects is an integral course component. 
 
AGRICULTURAL BUSINESS MANAGEMENT (Prereq: Intro to Ag) 
Grades 11-12 
1 Credit 
This course will develop students’ understanding of the agricultural industry relating to the United States and World marketplace. 
Instructional units include: marketing and trading of agricultural products, international agriculture, imports and exports, agricultural 
law, taxes, governmental regulations and policies, and advanced computerized record keeping. Employability skills will be 
developed with resume writing and interviewing techniques to gain employment. Post-secondary education will be explored at 
colleges and universities. Participation in FFA and SAE is an integral course component. 
 
 
BASIC HORTICULTURE SCIENCE           
(Prereq: Intro to Ag or permission of instructor) 
Grades 10-12 
1 Credit 

This course is designed to develop knowledge and skills in the following areas: using soil and other plant growing media; identifying 
horticultural plants; propagating horticultural plants; basics of growing horticultural plants in greenhouse and nursery settings; 
constructing maintaining and using plant-growing structures; operating, repairing and maintaining equipment used in the 
horticultural field. 
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INDUSTRIAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL EDUCATION 

INDUSTRY AND TECHNOLOGY       
Grades 9, 10     
1 Credit 

Industry and Technology is designed to be a general education course at the freshman level. It introduces students to modern 
industry and technology, its products, and the world of work. It is divided into four areas: Communications, Transportation, 
Production, and Power and Energy. Students are to explore these areas to learn how products are designed and manufactured. 
Drawings, hand and machine skills will be developed by the students through the design and making of projects related to these 
areas. Computer programs will be used to enhance the learning objectives. 
 
BASIC CARES AND REPAIRS (Prereq: I.E.P.)    
Grades 9, 10     
1 Credit 

This class is designed for vocational students who have learning problems. It focuses on the basic everyday problems that people 
encounter throughout the home and the basic care of the automobile. Home repairs include filling cracks and holes in the walls, 
replacing electric cords on appliances, picking the proper tools for the job, and other types of basic home repairs. The auto section 
includes checking fluids, changing oil, changing tires, proper maintenance procedures, cleaning, the care and other related tasks. 
Inclusion in this class is limited to those selected by I.E.P.s and teacher recommendation. 
 
ORIENTATION TO ELECTRONICS   (Prereq: Industry & Tech)  
Grades 10-12     
1/2 Credit 
This course provides learning experiences related to the testing, maintenance, and repair of electronic components and circuits. 
Learning activities in the course will be coordinated to permit students to acquire knowledge of fundamental electronic theories and 
laws, to develop practical skills in testing, maintaining, and repairing selected electronic components, circuits, equipment and 
systems. Instruction will include utilization of safety practices, electrical parameters and circuits, the use and care of test equipment, 
and electronic component function 
and identification. 
 
BASIC WOODWORKING (Prereq: Industry and Tech)  
Grades 10-12     
1/2 Credit 
Woodworking is intended for students interested in learning more about wood and wood products. It is designed to give students a 
chance to gain skill in the use of modern machine tools and portable power tools while making a project. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO AUTOCAD   
Grades 10, 11, 12     
1/2 Credit 
This course is an introduction to Computer Aided Design and teaches the student programs and techniques used to develop 
designs and drawings via AutoCAD. Students in INTRODUCTIONTO AutoCAD will become acquainted with the use of the 
computer and the occupations and activities that utilize Computer Aided Design. Introduction to AutoCAD is intended for juniors and 
seniors interested in learning skills in Computer Aided Design. 
Objectives 
1. Develop an understanding of drafting fundamentals and their applications in conveying ideas to others. 
2. Develop a methodical procedure for making drawings using self-reliance in following oral as well as written instructions. 
3. Learn the habits of accuracy, speed and neatness in completing drawings. 
4. Become familiar with the hardware used in Computer Aided Design. 
5. Become familiar with AutoCAD's screen layouts and menu structure. 
6. Learn the use of the keyboard and other input devices to select commands, enter text, and pick screen locations. 
7. Learn to set up and complete drawings. 
8. Learn to use the commands of AutoCAD in creating and editing. 
9. Learn to print completed drawings. 
 
AUTOCAD I    (Prerequisite: Intro to AutoCAD)   
Grades 10, 11, 12     
1/2 Credit 
This course will build on fundamentals and drawing skills learned in Introduction to AutoCAD. Students will explore the mechanics of 
three-dimensional drawing and complete dimensioned floor plans. Students will become acquainted with the use of the computer 
and its components to develop3-D drawings. AutoCAD I is intended for juniors and seniors interested in enhancing CAD skills. 
Students will: 
1. Develop a methodical procedure for making drawings in three-dimensions 
2. Learn the habits of accuracy, speed, and neatness in completing 3-D drawings 
3. Become familiar with AutoCAD's 3-D screen and menus 
4. Learn the use of the keyboard and other input devices to select 3-D commands 
5. Learn to set up and complete 3-D drawings 
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6. Learn to use commands of AutoCAD in creating and editing 3-D 
7. Learn to print completed 3-D drawings 
 
BASIC CARES AND REPAIRS (Prereq: I.E.P.)    
Grades 9, 10     
1 Credit 
This class is designed for vocational students who have learning problems. It focuses on the basic everyday problems that people 
encounter throughout the home and the basic care of the automobile. Home repairs include filling cracks and holes in the walls, 
replacing electric cords on appliances, picking the proper tools for the job, and other types of basic home repairs. The auto section 
includes checking fluids, changing oil, changing tires, proper maintenance procedures, cleaning, the care and other related tasks. 
Inclusion in this class is limited to those selected by I.E.P.s and teacher recommendation. 
 
 
 
 
INSERT THE NEW AG MECHANIC CLASSES 
 
 

INTERRELATED CO-OPERATIVE EDUCATION CO-OP CLASS 

CO-OP Class 
Grade 12 
2 Credits  
Application must be filed with the Co-op Director by specified date and course requested during registration. 
1 Period Related Class, 2 Periods or more on-the-job 
Interrelated Co-operative Education (Co-op) is the capstone course to a student's vocational program. Just having a job does not 
necessarily qualify a student for Co-op. A student's job should reflect his or her training to previous vocational course work and be a 
part of his or her career goals. The student must attend a job-related class each school day which covers such topics as finding 
employment, completing job applications, job interviews, getting along with co-workers, taxes, insurance and finances. A student 
may work a morning or afternoon schedule, taking required courses during the remaining part of the school day. Students will be 
assisted in securing a job. Entrance to the class is by application with the co-op director and registration for the class through the 
Guidance Department. Due to time constraints, it should be noted that, the Co-op program is not conducive with the S.T.E.P. 
program. 
 
 
 
 
 

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT AND HEALTH  *Four Years Required 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION PE 9, 10, 11 & 12        
1/2 Credit  
The major objective of the physical education program is the development and maintenance of physical fitness and motor skills, 
social efficiency, recreational and intellectual competency. All students are required to take part in our physical education classes 
unless he or she is physically disabled or has a religious excuse from P.E. If a student has a medical/religious excuse for not 
participating, he/she will be required to write reports on a sport for each week of the medical/religious excuse. The reports should be 
equivalent to one handwritten page per day of the medical/religious excuse. Doctors should write any specific limitations on the 
medical form such as if a student could be allowed to walk in lieu of doing daily reports. All students are expected to dress out for 
their classes in the uniform prescribed by the high school which is red shorts, white T-shirt, socks, and an extra pair of athletic 
shoes (other than street shoes). See Guidance for more information regarding an academic waiver. 
 
ATHLETIC PE        
Grades 11, 12   
1/2 Credit  
This course will help students develop speed, strength, and flexibility in order to increase physical performance and aide in injury 
prevention.  A combination of weight lifting, plyometrics, and agility drills will be performed by the students.  Special emphasis will 
be placed on technique and weight room safety. 
 
HEALTHFUL LIVING       
Grade 9-10     
1/2 Credit 

Health is required for all students to pass a graduation requirement and will meet the requirement for one semester of Physical 
Development and Health. The course is designed to teach students to present a good personal appearance, to keep their bodies 
functioning in a healthful manner, to plan an adequate diet, and to develop healthy personalities. The course includes sections on 
construction and functions of body parts and the harmful effects of foreign ingredients into the body both physically and mentally. 
 
DRIVER EDUCATION CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION (Prereq: Pass eight classes the previous two semesters) 
Grades 9-11 (depending on birth date)    
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1/4 Credit 
This driver education course offered at Fairfield Community High School shall consist of at least 30 clock hours of classroom 
instruction and at least 6 clock hours of practice driving in a car having dual operating controls under direct individual instruction. 
Students must meet the State law of passing eight (8) courses during the previous two semesters. 
 
DRIVER EDUCATION BEHIND-THE-WHEEL TRAINING (Prereq: Pass eight classes the previous two semesters) 
Grades 9-11 (depending on birth date)    
Pass/Fail 
Behind the Wheel education course focuses on the congruent relationship between a driver's emotional characteristics and his/her 
ability to operate a motor vehicle safely. The student shall participate in at least six hours of practice driving in a car having dual 
operating controls under direct individual instruction. 
 
BASIC HEALTH (Prereq: IEP)       
Grades 9, 10     
1/2 Credit 

Health is required for all students to pass a graduation requirement and will meet the requirement for one semester of Physical 
Development and Health. The course is designed to teach students to present a good personal appearance, to keep their bodies 
functioning in a healthful manner, to plan an adequate diet, and to develop healthy personalities. The course includes sections on 
construction and functions of body parts and the harmful effects of foreign ingredients into the body both physically and mentally. 
 
 
 

SPECIAL SERVICES 
CROSS-CATEGORICAL (CC) INSTRUCTIONAL CLASSES   
Grades 9-12 
The primary objectives of the CC Instructional Classes are to prepare students for the work world and to satisfy graduation 
requirements. This is accomplished by the use of mainstreaming, whenever possible, a strong emphasis on pre-vocational studies, 
and possibly the most important, an atmosphere of academic achievement and good fellowship in the classroom. Cross-categorical 
Instructional Classes will be accessed by special education students and scheduled according to their Individualized Education 
Programs. 
 
 
 
 
SUCCESSFUL UTILIZATION OF THE CORE CURRICULUM IN THE EDUCATION OF SECONDARY STUDENTS 
(S.U.C.C.E.S.S.) 
Grades 9-12  
1/2 Credit 
The S.U.C.C.E.S.S. Class is designed to aid secondary special education students in the regular academic program. Students work 
with the S.U.C.C.E.S.S. instructor in small groups or individually in a tutorial or reteaching capacity. The goal of the program is to 
help the students succeed in their mainstream classes. Students are scheduled and placed in the S.U.C.C.E.S.S. Class according 
to their Individualized Education Programs. A grade of PASS or FAIL will be assigned by the Special Education Instructor. This 
grade will not be calculated in the GPA. 
 
STEP I CLASS   (Prereq: IEP)     
Grades 11, 12     
1 Credit 

The Step I class is set up to help the students who enroll in the Work Study Program. Students will build a portfolio which will 
include application forms, resumes, cover letters, interview skills, and other information related to job finding. Each of these areas 
will be explored in depth and will tie into the working world. 
 
STEP II CLASS (Prereq: STEP I)      
Grades 11, 12     
1 Credit 
The Step II class will expand and enhance those skills that were learned in the Step I class. The portfolio developed in the previous 
class will be updated and expanded. Emphasis will be on developing career choices and how to obtain the necessary background 
and/or education to make those choices. 
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SSECONDARY TRANSITION EXPERIENCE PROGRAM ((STEP-OJT) 
Grades 11-12  
1 Credit per period up to 2 periods 

The purpose of this course is to give students the opportunity to gain positive work-related skills, to gain experience in a job 
situation, and to gain knowledge in obtaining and keeping a job. Students will work a minimum of five hours a week. Related 
classroom instruction will be given. Participation is determined by approval of O.R.S. and placement is determined by the 
Individualized Education Program. 
 
CAREER EDUCATION CLASS     
Grades 10, 11     
1/2 Credit 

The Career Education Class is offered on the sophomore and junior levels. Students in the Career Education Class will learn about 
various careers through the use of interest applications. The students will then narrow the focus to three occupations of interest. 
They will then complete an annual budget to see if they can live within the financial parameters of the chosen careers. They can 
gain exposure to careers through the possible use of community speakers, field trips, and job shadowing. More importantly, it will 
give the students an opportunity to make valuable contacts with people in the community who can further the students’ individual 
interests in specific career areas. 
 
DAILY LIVING I (Prereq: I.E.P.)     
Grades 9-12     
1 Credit 
A course designed to introduce students to basic life skills. Students will be introduced to basic nutrition and food preparation, 
shopping skills, grooming and hygiene, home care and clothing selection and care. Students will also explore the aspects of 
relationships and personal identity and explore community resources related to independent living. 
 
DAILY LIVING II (Prereq: Daily Living I)    
Grades 10-12     
1 Credit 
Students will be involved in activities that simulate independent living. They will plan budgets, time schedules, meals, and other 
important steps to living independently. They will participate in basic sewing repairs and construction, meal preparation, grocery 
shopping and role-playing of interpersonal relationships related to independent living. 
 
CARING INVOLVEMENT VESTED THROUGH COMMUNITY SERVICE C.I.V.I.C.S. WORK EXPERIENCE CLASS  
Grades 9-12     
1 Credit 
The C.I.V.I.C.S. Work Experience Class is a class offered on a yearly basis for freshmen through seniors. It can be accessed at the 
beginning of the year or at the beginning of second semester. Preference will be given to freshmen and sophomores. Juniors and 
seniors can enter the class with permission of the teacher. The class is designed to enable students to learn and develop through 
active participation in thoughtfully organized voluntary service experiences. The students will develop and strengthen work-based 
skills and personal skills through structured service projects that meet school and community needs. The class will provide 
opportunities for the students to learn beyond the classroom and to foster the development of a sense of caring for others as well as 
instilling personal pride and integrity in themselves. Through the use of skilled adult guidance and supervision, the students will 
strengthen planning skills, decision-making skills, and analysis skills while making meaningful contributions to the community, 
school, peers, and themselves. 
 
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT I (Prereq: I.E.P.) 
Grades 9 - 12   
1 Credit 

The Personal Development Class is a semester class offered on a yearly basis for freshman through senior levels. Each semester 
contains different elements and the students can access the program one or both semesters. The class will contain many elements 
of character education and provide the students with opportunities to practice, foster, and apply positive strategies in everyday life. 
This class focuses on group discussion as well as writing your thoughts on paper. Several books are used in this class, as well as 
movies. Students also participate in community service experiences that give the students a real life application of the topics 
covered in class. A few areas addressed are: attitude, preparation, perseverance, respect, honesty, integrity, courage, appreciation, 
self-control, goal setting, decision-making, and dealing with stress. 
 
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT II (Prereq: I.E.P.) 
Grades 9-12 
1 Credit 
The Personal Development II class is also a semester class that freshmen through seniors can access one or both semesters. This 
is a continuation of Personal Development I. A few areas addressed in this class are: empathy, gratitude, tolerance, duty, loyalty, 
responsibility, compassion, leadership, and character. 
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